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TWO community workers from 
the Leys were honoured for 
their exceptional work and 
dedication by the Lord Mayor of 
Oxford. 

Chairman of the Leys News 
Board of Directors, Sasha East, 
and James Hewitt who has worked 


as a volunteer in the Leys for more 
than 30 years, were among 15 
people who have given excep- 
tional service to the city. They all 
received certificates of honour dur- 
ing a special ceremony. 

The Lord Mayor of Oxford, 
Councillor John Goddard, handed 


of the outstanding voluntary work 
carried out by the recipients. 
Three judges, including the 
Lord Mayor, selected the success- 
ful recipients from nominations 
made by members of the public. 
The two other judges were the 


Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, 
Tim Stevenson and Lindsay Watts 
from Oxfordshire Community and 
Voluntary Action. 

The Lord Mayor of Oxford, 
Councillor John Goddard, said: 
“These people have made an out- 
standing contribution to their com- 


munity and it is important that we 
show our appreciation. It is a great 
pleasure to be able to present 
these awards to this select group 
of people.” 


Continued on page 2 
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Good marks for 


special school 


MABEL PRICHARD 
SCHOOL, in Blackbird 
Leys which teaches chil- 
dren with severe learn- 
ing difficulties, has been 
rated ‘good’ by Govern- 
ment inspectors. 

Ofsted said “out- 
standing levels of care 
and support” were at 
the heart of the school’s 
work, and pupils feel 
extremely safe at the 
school, making good 
progress across all 
subjects. 

Inspectors said there 
had been improvement 
in many aspects of the 
school’s work since its 
previous inspection. 


The bestest of birthdays 
to my dear son Daniel, 
hoping that your latest 
charity event canoeing on 
the Thames is safe and 
enjoyable. Mama. x 


Cartoon by Jane Yates 


Champions of the community. 
Continued from front page 
Sasha East, who has a long association with the 
Leys and with Leys News, said: “I was really sur- 
prised to have been nominated for this award from 
the Lord Mayor. | am proud to be able to represent 
so many Blackbird Leys groups over the past few 
years and hope that others will be inspired to volun- 
teer within the community.” 
James Hewitt was honoured for his voluntary 
work over the past 30 years in a number of lo- 
cal community organisations and groups includ- 
ing Blackbird Leys Credit Union and Agnes Smith 
Advice Centre. He has also supported and used his 
skills to interpret for the East Timorese Community. 


Really, SeacK, what 
CF animal wos { 


OU 


FREE CRAFT WORKSHOPS 


buttons. Each b 
ed mental distr 
Oxfordshire 


Wednesday 25th May 7-8.30pm DKING ES 
Sunday 29th May 2.30-4pm forest 
Wednesday 1st June 7-8.30pm 5 263758 
Wednesday 8th June 7-.8.30pm 
Wedneday 15th June 7-8.30pm : 
shops will 
Drinks and nibbles provided ill 
owley Road 
Button Forest rd 
* buttonforest 1 1HZ. 
www. buttonforest.co.uk 


OCVA 


AA ONE REIGN ND Ae heme I NE er aNa8 


We're supporting 


Oxfordshire 


2 end mental healtn gtacrimination 


hoto: Ben Dauphinee. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 


a 


Photo: Dave Fleming 


Leys News | June 2011 


Letter from the Editor 


Hello! 


THE success of the Leys seems 
to be continually spreading far 
and wide, and this month we 
have plenty to celebrate. 

As you will see from our front 
page, two Leys VIPS have been 
honoured by the Lord Mayor 
of Oxford and have received 
certificates for the work they do 
in the community. We would like 
to extend our congratulations to 
Sasha East and James Hewitt 
who were among a select 15 
people from across Oxford to re- 
ceive awards recently. Sasha is 
currently the Chair of the Board 
of Directors at Leys News so 
we do feel especially proud this 
month! 

The value of community work 


should never be underestimated. 


Whether you are working as a 
volunteer or in a paid capacity, 
the work that we all do across 
the Leys is very important and 
really can change lives. By 

working together we can make 


the Leys an even better place to 
live, work, educate our children 
and train people. 

The Community Journalism 
Training that we offer at Leys 
News is just one example of how 
local people are encouraged to 
step outside their comfort zones 
and try something new. As Leys 
News went to press we had 
been contacted by the com- 
munity team at Barton who are 
keen to have some training in 
their area as well so the value of 
community newspapers contin- 
ues to spread across Oxford. 

By the time you receive your 
copy of Leys News, we will have 
had our Annual General Meet- 
ing, so look out in next month’s 
paper for news of how it went 
and what people had to say 
about us! 

Have a great month and don’t 
forget to keep in touch with all 
your news and views email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


SaraWw 


OLYMPIC TORCH TO COME TO OXFORD 


n : 
ie 
THE Olympic Flame is coming to Ox- 
ford to showcase the rich cultural and 
sporting heritage in the city as well as 
to celebrate the birthplace of the four 
minute mile by Sir Roger Bannister. 

The evening event, with more de- 
tails yet to be confirmed, will be an 
opportunity for the city to entertain 
residents with a fun filled family cel- 
ebration. 

Oxford is one of 66 Evening Cel- 
ebration locations and six Island Visits 
across the UK confirmed by the Lon- 
don 2012 Organising Committee of 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games 
(LOCOG). The evening events will of- 
fer thousands of people the opportuni- 
ty to come together and get involved in 


celebrations and share in the Olympic 
spirit. As part of the events LOCOG 
and the Presenting Partners, Coca- 
Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung, will 
stage exciting entertainment shows 
where a cauldron will be lit from the 
Olympic Flame, marking the end o1 
the day’s proceedings. 

Councillor Bob Price, Leader of 
Oxford City Council, said: “| am de- 
lighted that Oxford will be hosting the 
Torch Relay and holding an Evening 
Celebration. It is likely to be once in 
our lifetime that we see the Olympics 
held in our country so we need tc 
make the most of it and not everyone 
will be luckily enough to watch a live 
event. Beyond being a great sporting 
and cultural festival the Olympics wil 
help to increase tourism and bolster 
the local economy.” 

Sebastian Coe, Chair of LOCOG 
said: ‘We are thrilled that Oxford City 
Council has agreed to host the Olym- 
pic Flame on its journey right across 
the UK. The Olympic Flame will shine 
a light right across Oxford, celebrat- 
ing the culture and heritage of the 
area and showcasing the very best o1 
Oxford. We have no doubt that the 
welcome Oxford City Council will pro- 
vide will demonstrate how the spirit o' 
the Olympic Games is reaching out 
across the UK and excitement builds 
as the start of the 2012 Games draws 
closer.’ 


Editorial 
Meetings 


The next editorial 
meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 
June 7 at 11.30am 
at The Leys News 
office, 26 Kingfish- 
er Green, Greater 
Leys 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


LEYS FAMILIES GET A 
GREAT RECEPTION! 


eA 


FAMILIES in the Leys will 
enjoy even better facilities 
at the Children’s Centre in 
Cuddeson Way after the 
outgoing Lord Mayor of Ox- 
ford John Goddard officially 
opened the new reception 
area. 


Big play plans for Pegasus Road Park 


OXFORD City Council has secured fund- 
ing to re-develop the play area on Pegasus 
Road and to provide a new skate facility with- 
in the park. The City Council has a budget of 
£130k to redevelop the play area and £60k 


to provide a new skate facility. 


The project is in its early stages of de- 
sign and a public consultation is planned 
for Wednesday 15 June between 5pm and 
7.30pm at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 

All users of the park, young and old, are 
encouraged to go and discuss the plans and 


help design the new facilities. 


Funded under 
ing High Programme, the ini- 
tiative for the new build came 
from staff and local parents of 
disabled children. They had 
seen that children with special 
needs often felt constrained 
by the lack of space within the 
main activity area. 


the Aim- 


The project is part of the City Council’s 
£2.5m Play Refurbishment 
which is now in its third and final year. 

Further consultations will be taking place 
over the course of the summer but com- 
ments and feedback can also be sent in to 
Groundwork Thames Valley who are manag- 
ing the scheme on behalf of the City Council. 
Email oxfordplay@groundwork.org.uk or 
write in to: Groundwork Thames Valley, 1st 
Floor Bury Knowle House, North Place, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 QHY 


For more information visit www.oxford.gov.uk 


Se ee 
When Aiming High funding be- 
came available, staff worked 
together with parents to pro- 
duce a bid which included a 
DVD of parent voices. 

Jenny Martin from the cen- 
tre said: “Two parents of disa- 
bled children spent considera- 
ble time doing this and we feel 


Programme 


FREE swimming for under 
17’s at Oxford City Council 
pools has been extended to 


Free swimming programme extended 


Outdoor Pool and Temple 
Cowley Pools and Fitness 
Centre during public ses- 


has finished to take part in 
them. 
“As a Council we want 


50 hours per week. 

Last year swimming 
for under 17’s was free 
throughout Oxford City 
Council pools. However, 
following the withdrawal of 
government funding free 
swimming for under 17’s 
had been reduced to 30 
hours per week. Oxford 
City Council funded the 30 
hours a week and has now 
been able to fund an extra 
20 hours for young people 
at Barton Leisure Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Pool, Ferry 
Leisure Centre, Hinksey 


sions. 

Councillor Bob Timbs, 
Board Member for Leisure 
Partnerships, said: “It is 
great news that extra fund- 
ing has been made avail- 
able for free swimming for 
the under 17s. 

“A lot of young people 
appreciate and value this 
offer as it gives them the op- 
portunity to go swimming for 
free during public sessions. 

“We improved the ses- 
sions so that more school 
children can take the oppor- 
tunity after the school day 


to encourage healthy living 
as a healthy lifestyle. | hope 
that many young people 
will be able to make use of 
these hours.” 

The new timetable will 
be available shortly at the 
centres and on the council 
leisure website www.oxford. 
gov.uk/lesiure. 

To be eligible for the free 
swimming session, under 
17’s must have a Kids Slice 
Card which is available from 
each centre on the provision 
of proof of city residence 
and age. 


To discuss your advert 
email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


sure this really helped with the 
success of the bid. The new re- 
ception area has been in use 
now for three months and it’s 
proving to be a very effective 
space indeed.” 

Architect Dan Wadsworth, 

imself a new father was al- 
ready a great fan of Children’s 
Centres when he was allocat- 
ed this piece of work. 

Jenny added: “His style in- 
volved getting to know some 
of the people who use the 
building. Spending time see- 
ing how the building worked 
really helped him to design a 
new building which is entirely 
fit for purpose. We are also 
very grateful to the building 
firm Edgar Taylor.” 

Jenny said that The Leys 
Children’s Centre has been 
a very welcome develop- 
ment and families come along 
to Cuddesdon Corner from 
across The Leys. 

She added: “Whole families 
with children come along and 
take part. They stay and play 
five days a week including Sat- 
urdays, which is when all Dads 
and people caring for grand- 
children come along. 

“Families also come to our 
various courses and _ there 
are specialist workers to work 
with families on a one to one 
basis for example, outreach 
workers, an inclusion worker, 
teachers, a speech and lan- 
guage worker, a Dads worker 
and wonderful créche workers, 
and of course, a receptionist. 

“We're also extending a 
very warm welcome to people 
caring for grandchildren, and 
older children come along and 
join in during school holiday 
times.” 
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Free activities safe from cuts 


FREE holiday activities for children have been 
saved from council cuts because they are 
popular and are needed in deprived areas like 
the Leys. Oxford City Council has confirmed 
the £160,000-a-year funding is safe for the 
next three years, and the decision follows 
research that deprivation is worsening in Ox- 
ford, and is concentrated on estates such as 
Barton, Blackbird Leys and Rose Hill. 

The activities that are provided during 
school holidays include basketball, bushcraft, 
film making and music and most of them are 
free, although some carry a small charge and 
the council has said that providing opportuni- 
ties for children from deprived families is a key 
priority. 

In previous years, activities have been 
funded in Blackbird Leys, Barton, Rose 
Hill, Littltemore and across East Oxford. In 
2009/10, 1,035 children attended, with 1,373 
in 2010/11, up by 37 per cent. The aver- 
age cost to the council per child attending is 
£14.41. 

The sessions, which are open to all regard- 
less of background, help tackle wider social 
issues and are targeted at helping young peo- 
ple make good choices, staying out of crime 
and staying in school. 


LIBRARY USERS UP 


THE number of people using the Blackbird Leys 
Library has increased by 13 per cent in the last 
few months. 

After the successful Save Our Library Day at 
the library in March, there are plans for another 
community event on June 11. 

The picnic will take place in the Blackbird 
Leys Park between 12 and 3pm. There will be 
lots of exciting games for children, including a 
pass-a-parcel, story writing and drawing com- 
petitions. Bring your own lunch and organisers 
will provide free drinks. 

A spokesman for the event said: “Thank you 
to everyone who has supported the Blackbird 
Leys Library campaign so far — our library num- 
bers have gone up by 13 per cent so far! Let’s 
stand up together to keep our library on the es- 
tate and come and join us for the picnic.” 


NEW! 
GAMES CLUB FOR OVER-50s 


Monday Mornings 

Starting Monday 20 June 

10.30am to 12.30pm 

The Clockhouse, Long Ground, Greater Leys 


Do you enjoy games like scrabble and dominoes? We would love to see 
you at this friendly new group. Bring ideas for other board games 
you'd like to play. 

£1 (includes drink and biscuits) 


More info from: Clockhouse Project (Leys CDI) 
@ 01865 395908 


The Games Club is supported by Oxfordshire Community Foundation 


BOOK YOUR 


NHS DENTAL 


CHECK-UP NOW 


717749 


K. Colton B.D.Sc 


Leys Dental Care 
50 Blackbird Leys Road 
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Greater Leys 
OPEN 
7AM TILL 10PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


Wine Festival 
25% off French 


& Australian wine 
28 April to 8 June 


Need help giving |Eianeorawove rms vane 
up smoking? e Not sure what , 


the market is 
doing? 


START f)st0? | e How much 


can | get for my 


property? 
With your local 
. . e Can | geta 
NHS Stop Smoking Service good deal ona 


mortgage? 
FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 


for smokers who want to quit 


The team with over 20 years ¢ experience between them! 
0845 40 80 300 We are not the largest local agent — but the best! 


Talk to people 
that know.... 


S&C Sales & Lettings 
rightmove 138 Oxford Road, Cowley, 
w-x-x Oxford, OX4 2DU 

FindaProperty.com 
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Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 
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CATALYST IS GOING WILD: the Leys Community Involvement Team and 
their children teamed up with Sue and Russell Price and had an evening of 
scarecrow building fun. They made a friendly scarecrow elephant and keeper 
out of recycled materials such as pipes, carpets and paint rollers. You can 
admire them at the green in front of the Farmhouse. Turn to page 6 to find 
out more about the Leys Scarecrow Competition 2011. Picture by Sue Price. 


Controversial pool plans reviewed 


THE controversial plan by Oxford City 
Council to build a £16m swimming pool 
in Blackbird Leys is to be reviewed. 
Planning permission for the complex, 
which would be built next to the exist- 
ing leisure centre in Pegasus Road, was 
granted by Oxford City Council, but that 
decision will now be reconsidered by the 


council’s new planning review committee. 


The height of the building and its 
impact on neighbouring properties is one 
of the reasons for the review, as well as 


concerns over increased traffic levels. 
The new complex, which would include a 
25m competition pool, a learner pool and 
a toddler area, would replace existing 
council-run facilities in Temple Cowley 
and at Blackbird Leys. 

Supporters of the Save Temple Cowley 
Pools campaign are planning to apply 
for Town Green status for the proposed 
site of the new Blackbird Leys complex, 
which would stop any development. 
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HEALTHY LIVING 


PARTNERSHIP TO CLOSE 


AFTER eight years of en- 
couraging people to follow 
a healthier lifestyle, the Ox- 
ford Healthy Living Partner- 
ship will be closing as part 
of the NHS cuts. 

NHS Oxfordshire has with- 
drawn funding from the part- 
nership and other projects 
have been prioritised. 

Christine McDermott (Food 
Worker), Tanya Prescott and 
Zoe Millington (Co-ordinators) 
have organised and managed 
a number of very successful 
projects across the Leys over 
the last eight years. 

Among their projects were 
plans to support to Commu- 
nity Cafes. Zoe said: “We’ve 
helped to set up and develop 
community cafes, such as 
the breakfasts and lunches 
at Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. 

“A lot of people have 
also got their Food Safety 
certificates through OHLP, 
making it easier for them to 
prepare healthy food and geta 
job in catering. Encouragingly, 
the Cafes Network will continue 
after OHLP ends, so that cafes 
can support each other.” 

Community Food Worker 
Christine McDermott has 
been responsible for getting 
the community cooking and 


@: 


passing on her 
know-how. 

The Creative Cooks group 
will keep meeting after OHLP 
ends, swapping ideas for 
healthy menus and running 
healthy eating sessions. 

As part of the Skilled for 
Health Courses, the partner- 
ship has helped people to 
brush up on skills like reading 
labels, taking temperatures 
and in some cases learning 
health-related words in Eng- 
lish — all skills that can help 
people to stay healthy. Sev- 
eral people have gone on to 
do more courses in reading, 
writing and maths. 

Zoe added: “OHLP real- 
ised that a lot of people want 
to work in health, but don’t 
always know the best way to 
get their foot in the door. Our 
work with the County Council 
and NHS led to development 


nutritional 


of the Get That Job course, 
which is still running now. 

“We also ran the first 
Health Trainer service in Ox- 
ford, supporting scores of 
people to lose weight, take 
exercise, eat healthily and 
more. NHS Oxfordshire later 
took over the service and ex- 
panded it. Sadly, it is now also 
closing because of changes in 
the NHS.” 

OHLP was also involved 
in supporting a project which 
provided drugs _ information 
and support, and helped to 
fund research into crack co- 
caine use and drugs use in 
specific communities. 

Zoe added: “Thanks to 
everyone for your support 
over the years. Our volun- 
teers and the other commu- 
nity projects we’ve worked 
with, and most of all, thanks 
to the people who've told us 
what they want and taken part 
in our activities. 

“It has been really reward- 
ing working on the Leys, and 
we hope our paths will cross 
again in the future. To all 
those who’ve been part of 
the project, keep up the good 
work, and stay healthy!” 


HAD AN ACCIDENT? 


You are entitled to compensation! 
Call us for free friendly advice 


We can help you with: 
@ REPLACEMENT CAR 
@ PERSONAL INJURY COMPENSATION 


@ SLIP/TRIP/FALL 
@ WHIPLASH 
@ BICYCLE INJURIES 

@ LOSS OF EARNINGS 
@ 24 HOUR RECOVERY OF YOUR CAR 


All of our services are completely FREE of charge. 


CALL US NOW ON 01865 922 888 
GCHUK 


SPECIALIST NON FAULT ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
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Leys Scarecrow Competition 201 1 


‘The Leys 


1, Scarecrow 

: Competition 

i Sunday 26 June 
12011 


ENTRY FORM 


Name: Mr/Mrs/ Ms 


Name of Group planning to enter (eg King- 


fisher Angling club, name of school, road 
or flats or business / service supplier) 


If an individual, please tick here O 


Caption (to be included on the Trail map) 
of no more than seven words: 


Category: under120 _~all-comers 0 


Please return by Wednesday 15 June 


Return form either to: Church of Holy 
Family, 1 Cuddesdon Road; Russ and 
Sue Price 190 Pegasus Rd; or Adam 
Stevenson, 8 Fry’s Hill. 


1ST Blackbird Leys Brownie 
pack have made “Stella” their 
Brownie scarecrow. 

Team work was in evidence 
as Kat split the group into 
four teams. Rosie, Ellie W, 
Lucy, Alice and Alissa stuffed 
the legs with newspaper and 
straw, and later made Stella’s 
hands from old rubber gloves. 

Kira, Hollie, Janet, Bisola 
and Ellie P, Delta and Kacie 
were among the team giving 
a lamp shade a hair-do and 
Bethany, Sammy, Jessica and 
Tamzin provided the eyes, 
nose mouth and ears 

The Brownies clearly 
enjoyed the work and it was 
exciting to see the parts 


gradually come together and 
become the lady like nine- 
year-old new recruit Stella. 
Anyone wanting to know 
more about this enthusiastic 


and lively Brownie pack 
should contact Jennifer on 
bblbrownies@gmail.com or 


phone her on 07886757338 

Alissa and Jessica and 
Alice had already planned to 
make a scarecrow at home 
under the guidance of their 
Mums. Hopefully others might 
decide to make one too. 

If you still want to make 
one - it is not too late - return 
your entry form by 15 June and 
you will appear in the up to the 
minute scarecrow trail. Already 


cane Pt 
No, 
tific 
0 Broo, 


Football 
Ground 


United FC) 


Oxford 


Stadium 


: a 
Se A A - 
a S¥" Recreation ao 


Centre 


College 


Guydens » 
Farm 


June. 


a: Frankie and Benny’s 
and Ikidz Activity club 


P b: Windale School 
| and Shepherds Hill Nursery 


; c: Catalyst Housing Association 
and Rosewood Day Club 


“| d: Leisure Centre 


‘| es Leys Dental Practice 


g: Allotments: Sorrell Road 
h: Pegasus School 
i: Leys Children’s Centre 


n: Sacred Heart Church Youth Group 
p: Youth First Tuesday Club 


30 entries have been received 
but it is not too late to enter. 
You could still win one of the 
scarecrow prizes of £75 and 
£50 for the under 12s and All 
Comers sections. 

Trail Guides cost £1 and will 
be on sale at Delteys, Spar, Bull 
Nose Morris and the Blackbird 
Pub, the Leisure Centre, local 
schools and Ikidz Activity Club 
in the Ozone Leisure Park. 

The Trail Guide includes a 
map showing where to find the 
scarecrows and a voting slip 
you can use in the people’s 
vote. 

Vote for your favourite 
scarecrow and you have a 
chance to win: 


‘Brownies welcome a new recruit 


®@ Two tickets to an Oxford 
United home match 

@ One of three family day 
passes to Ikids Activity Club 
(at OZONE) 

@ Free big day bounce 
birthday party at the Leisure 
Centre 

@ A free week for the summer 
playscheme at the Leisure 
Centre 

@ A half price gymnastics 

or trampoline course at the 
Leisure Centre 

@ Three course meal for two 
at Frankie and Benny’s 

@ A voucher for two games at 
Bowlplex 

@ Four cinema tickets for Vue 
@ Three bottles of wine 
courtesy of Spar and Bullnose 
Morris. 


Your vote will be taken into 
account by the panel of judges. 

Prizes for the scarecrows 
and Trail Guide lucky numbers 
will be announced during a 
presentation ceremony on 
the grass next to Holy Family 
Church, Cuddesdon Road on 
Sunday 26 June at 4.30pm. 

Come and join in the fun. 
There will be music, food, a 
bouncy castle and activities for 
children. 


Please buy a guide, 
available from 19 June for 
only £1, and vote for your 
favourite scarecrow. 


Leys Scarecrow Trail 


Here is a map showing where the competing scarecrows will 
be on display. It is not too late for you to enter your own scare- 
crow — just fill in and return the form (above left) before 15 

and 1st Blackbird Leys Brownies 
q: Blackbirds Football Club 
r: ASD Centre College 


s: Orchard Meadow School 
and Mabel Pritchard School 


tcp 


u: Police 


v: Allotments: Kestrel Cresent 


f: Brookfields Care Home 


: Linda’s Child Minding Services, 
Teal Close 


z: At Top Shops Green: 
Maluchy — Polish Childrens Group 


Watlington Methodists 


J: CMS 
Roger Burne 
k: Bullnose Morris Pub Northfield School 
Appt Northfield Plus 
I: Longlands Residential H 
onglands Residential Home acd header 
m: Leys Nursery(Co-op) St John Fisher School 
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The search is on for 
green fingered 


gardeners! 


TROWELS at the ready, keep those 
green fingers steady and get set for 
Oxford in Bloom 2011! Entries are now 
open for the 25th Oxford in Bloom com- 
petition. 

The competition is open to all 
residents of all ages, local businesses, 
schools or community groups within the 
city. If you don’t have a garden there are 
categories for most beautiful balcony or 
container too. 

You can enter online at www.oxford. 
gov.uk/oxfordinbloom, or pick up an ap- 
plication form at your local council office 
or sports or leisure centre. 

Entrants are judged on the colour, im- 
pact, tidiness of the garden and quality, 
choice and arrangement of planting. 
Closing date for applications is Saturday 
10 July, with the judging taking place 
from Monday 18 July. 

Prizes, certificates and trophies will 
be awarded at a presentation evening on 
Thursday 15 September 2011 at Roman 
Way Sports and Social Club, Cowley. 
The evening will be co-hosted by Wesley 
Smith from BBC Radio Oxford. 


If you would like to find out more please 
contact Oxford City Council’s Parks 
Service on 01865 252240, 

email parks@oxford.gov.uk 

or visitwww.oxford.gov.uk 
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June sowing 


BY LEAH OWENS 


NOW that you’ve got your 
summer veg started it’s 
time to focus on autumn 
and winter supplies. | know 
it seems a bit bonkers to 
be thinking of winter veg 
when summer hasn’t even 
started (unless we've al- 
ready had it — in April!), but 
this is the time to get those 
seeds in. 

Having only ever at- 
tempted Purple Sprouting 
Broccoli once before (all 


my precious healthy just- 
ready-to-go-in-the-ground 
seedlings were depos- 
ited unceremoniously in a 
heap on the lawn, after a 
particularly vicious wind), 
| thought I'd give growing 
from seed another chance. 

So I’ve already sown 
some Purple Sprouting 
Broccoli (an early spring 
variety) and cauliflower into 
module trays. 

After my brassica dis- 
aster from ordered plug 
plants, | figured | couldn't 
do any worse if | started 
from scratch myself. Per- 


haps | shouldn’t speak too 
soon! 

Leeks, autumn car- 
rots and other veg can 
be started off now too, al- 
though to be honest, | read 
that most root veg is pretty 
tricky to grow (swede and 
parsnips particularly), so | 
don’t bother. | haven’t got 
the room and they’re fairly 
cheap to buy anyway. 

Unless you eat moun- 
tains of them there’s not 
much point. 

| do eat a lot of greens in 
the winter so if | could grow 
even one cabbage | would 
be over the moon. I'ma 
walking brassica disaster 
area aS you may already 
know. 

All | have left as a 
testament to my previous 
foray into green _ leafy 
veggie territory is a lone, 
kale plant standing sentinel 
over the graves of its 
cousins. 

| daren’t pick off any 
leaves in case it keels 
over and dies, and anyway 
I’m hoping it will spring 
into bounteous life in the 
autumn! 


Allotment Diary 


BY MIA FLORES-BOQUEZ 


WHEN an advertisement to take on an al- 
lotment in Leys News came up, | thought 
that call is for me! The prospect of sea- 
sonal produce throughout the year, the 
result of my work, and a return to writing 
was a blessing to pursue and nurture. 
Having studied agriculture at college, | 
missed close contact with nature beyond 
what gardening offered. Short of having a 
farm, | wanted an allotment. 

| must have called the allotment secre- 
tary eight times every day for over a week 
only to hear that all the plots had been 
taken. Of the two allotment sites in Black- 
bird Leys (Kestrel Crescent, and Watling- 
ton Road) | preferred Kestrel Crescent but 
would settle for anything. Not deterred by 
the unavailability of plots, | continued to 
telephone asking for any amount of land 
in an agricultural setting. Allotments are 
like gold dust, and the waiting lists to ob- 
tain one are considerable everywhere. 

The wait was well worth it. The Kestrel 
Crescent allotment is the most natural al- 
lotment site that | have seen in 35 years 
of living in Oxford. There is little traffic at 
both ends. A double row of plots is divided 
by a small stream from another double 
row of plots. A narrow bridge crosses the 
stream where Willow trees grow and birds 
nest. Allotment holders tend their plots 
providing general maintenance watering, 
weeding, sowing seeds, planting, digging, 
beautifying, and catching up with friends. 
The only thing missing in this tranquil and 
convivial idyll is a farmer bringing cows to 
the shed in the evening. When one late 
evening | stayed painting the shed in my 


plot, | turned around almost certain that | 
would catch a glimpse of the cows as they 
quietly moved along the path. | must have 
missed them. 

| have met the regulars, Margaret and 
Cyril, Pat and Richard, Tanya and Nigel, 
Claire and Huw, Leslie and Michael, Tan- 
ya my neighbour, and Mr Cunnock. | have 
been amazed by the longevity of the regu- 
lars. Apart from the crafty fox, which set 
upon ruining my gardening clothes, partial 
to a whole bed of strawberries and to half 
of the seeds that | had purchased at the 
open market, | have found genuine kind- 
ness, helpfulness, and friendliness. | have 
been welcomed into a warm and close 
community. 

After my plot was measured, | painted 
the shed. | have also sowed broad beans 


and planted Arran early potatoes. | have 
several raised beds prepared for seeds 
having first sieved the soil to remove vine 
weed. | was told that two thirds of the plot 
had not been planted for two years. The 
soil is fertile, finer than sand, and with few 
stones. There is plenty of free manure on 
site. Someone helped me by cutting the 
grass with a strimmer and | removed more 
than fifteen garden bags of cut grass. | 
have already started to fork the plot rather 
than rotavate it. | would like to replicate the 
ancient Mexican farming method of ‘the 
three sisters’ by planting together maize, 
beans, and squash. By next month, more 
raised beds will be planted. Plenty of work 
to keep me busy until next month. 
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Green Fingers 


ie 
and potash 


A MIXED BAG of subjects in this month’s 
article, but all relevant to the month of 
May. If you happen to have a pond, May 
is one of the months you need to stay on 
top of any blanket weed that forms in the 
water. | just use a bamboo cane, sticking 
it in the weed; twisting and pulling it out in 
one go. The stuff always grows well in May 
with all the nutrients from the rain running 
into the pond, mixed with all the sunshine, 
it’s a perfect growing month for blanket 
weed. Fascinating stuff if viewed under 

a microscope, but a menace in a small 
garden pond. 

In the fruit garden, mindful that we can 
still get frosts in May and even early June, 
protect Peaches, Nectarines and Apricot 
flowers with fleece on cold evenings. Phe- 
romone traps hung in the upper branches 
of apple trees are also a good way of 
catching Codling month before they infest 
the tree, thus ensuring you have a good 
crop of home grown apples later in the 
growing season. 

Keep any newly planted plants well 
watered while they establish. It is worth 
remembering that many plants are not 
fully established until they are three to 
four years old, so will need your attention 
for longer than you perhaps anticipated. 
There is nothing worse than spending hun- 
dreds of pounds on new plants and then 
not watering them enough so they just keel 
over and die. When watering, don’t just 
sprinkle and turn the soil surface a dark 
brown, water well enough so the roots 
deep down get the moisture they need and 
require. Don’t drown them, but don’t under 
water at the same time. Perhaps watering 
a spare bit of land then digging down to 
see how far the water did or didn’t perme- 
ate is a good way of fully understanding 
how to water properly. 

If you have acid soil and are able to 
grow Azaleas, it is always worth spending 
some time deadheading them. If left, huge 
fat seed pods form, but this does consume 
of lot of the plant’s energy resources. 
Once the flowers have faded, remove 
them straight away, and then the plant 
channels all that spare energy into pro- 
ducing vigorous new foliage. The flowers 
should pull off easily after flowering so you 
shouldn't need secateurs. 

If you grow Trilliums in the flower 
garden that flower in shady locations in 
late spring it is worth remembering that 
they are veracious feeders. They react 
well to being mulched at this time of year 
by any medium that holds the moisture in 
during the coming summer. | have always 
found leaf mold a good material to use. If 
you garden on poor soil, | would suggest 
watering them at this time of year with 
something high in Potash. If you want to 
divide your stock, then wait until August. 
This allows the top growth to wither and 
you Catch it before it starts to set down 
new fresh roots once again, in readiness 
for flowering in spring. 

May is a busy month, but allow enough 
time to sit back and look at the garden and 
enjoy your work. We easily forget to do 
that. 

Happy gardening. 
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SUMMER 
FESTIVAL 
GUIDE 


WELL here we are again — it’s festival time! If outdoor music and events ap- 
peal to you then take a look at our guide to some of the events that are hap- 
pening in Oxfordshire and just over the borders this summer. 


Wychwood June 3-5 

Cheltenham Racecourse, Gloucestershire. Expanded children’s literary festival, sculp- 
ture garden and lots of workshops for kids. This is one of the best loved family festivals 
on offer. Folk fans can enjoy Eddie Reader and Eliza Carthy. 

Tickets: £115, www.wychwoodfestival.com 
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Hayseed Dixie play at Cropredy on Thursday 11 August 


Cornbury July 1-3 

Great Tew Park, Oxfordshire. This is a new location for the Cornbury Festival and will 
include James Blunt, Status Quo and the Faces, fronted by Mick Hucknall. 

Tickets: £140 www.cornburyfestival.com 


2000 Trees July 14-16 

Upcote Farm, Withington, Gloucestershire. This is the fifth anniversary of 2000 Trees 
and sets include those from Los Campesinos! and Frightened Rabbit. Tickets £59 
www.twothousandtreesfestival.co.uk 


Truck July 22-24 

Hill Farm, Steventon, Oxfordshire. The annual indie fest is three days this year instead 
of two and will welcome 8,000 visitors. Plenty of local food will be available and a 
woolly mammoth will be meeting and greeting! Tickets: £99 (pre teens go free) www. 
thisistruck.com 


Global Gathering July 29-30 
Long Marston Airfield, Stratford-upon-Avon. Performances from Tinie Tempah, Profes- 
sor Green and Pendulum among others. Tickets: £99 www.globalgathering.com 


Cropredy August 11-13 

Cropredy, near Banbury, Oxfordshire. Fairport Convention’s friendly festival mixes folk 
with the likes of UB40, The Coral and Badly Drawn Boy. 

Tickets: £60 or £95 www.fairportconvention.com/cropredy 


Wilderness August 12-14 

Cornbury Park, Charlbury, Oxfordshire. Music, theatre and literary festival with Antony 
and the Johnsons, Gogol Bordello, Daniel Johnston and the Heritage Orchestra. 
Tickets: £99.50 www.wildernessfestival.com 


Rewind August 19-21 

Temple Island Meadows, Henley-on-Thames. 
An eighties pop weekender for families, with 
Champagne bars, a kids’ area, big top and fun 
fair. Tickets: £47.50 a day or £105 for the 
weekend. www.rewindfestival.com 


The Reading and Leeds Festival Au- 
gust 26-28 

Little Johns Farm, Reading, Berkshire. 
Muse, My Chemical Romance and Pulp or 
the Strokes will play at this year’s veteran of 
festivals. 

Tickets: £192.50 www.readingfestival.com 


Shambala August 26-28 

Kelmarsh Hall Event Site, Northamptonshire. 
This 8,000 capacity eco-conscious festival 
has a toddler play area and loads of activities. 
Tickets £119 www.shambalafestival.org 


KT Tunstall plays at Harvest, 
9-12 September 


Harvest September 9-12 

Kingham, Oxfordshire. The food and music 
festival presented by Blur’s Alex James. A family event with KT Tunstall and The Feel- 
ing, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and Monty Don among others. Tickets £10.50-£105 
www.alexjamespresentsharvest.com 


Summertime...and the living Is easy 


THE weather may still be a little unpredictable but warmer temperatures are on their way and it really is a good 
time to take a look at your garden or outdoor space and get it spruced up for summer. 


Uy 


Most of us are guilty of ignoring 
our gardens for most of the colder 
months, and then as soon as the sun 
comes out and we remember we 
have an outdoor space the task to 
clear up the debris from the autumn 
seems so overwhelming it’s easy to 
give in and head back indoors! 

This year make your garden a room 
all of its own by giving it a bit of a budget 
makeover. You will find plenty of gar- 
dening tips from our own Leys News 
gardening experts Leah and Stuart, but 
as well as weeding your borders, mow- 
ing your lawn and planting some seeds 
there are other jobs to do to give your 
garden a bit of a lift for the summer. 

Garden furniture will need a good 
clean and, if necessary, maybe some 
repairs so take a good look and see 
what you need to do. A lick of paint in 
a contemporary colour can really lift a 
tired wooden garden bench or table, and 
some new cushions or throws will revi- 
talise flagging plastic or resin chairs and 
loungers. Bright colours are very fash- 
ionable this year so take some inspira- 
tion from magazines and websites and 
start getting creative. 

For budget buys check out Wool- 
worths on line, Tesco Direct or Wilkin- 
sons. The sales will be starting before 
you know it so keep an eye open for any 
bargains. 

Pick up some tester pots from your 
local DIY shop and involve your children 
with a bit of garden art work! Take some 
plain terracotta flower pots and trans- 
form them with brightly coloured paint. 
If you are feeling really creative you 
could even stick on some gemstones. 
When they are dry, fill with compost and 
plant up with quick, easy grow varieties 
of seeds such as sunflowers, poppies, 
marigolds or even radishes or cress. Su- 
permarket chain Lidl has a great range 
of seeds and they start from well under 
£1 for a packet. 

A summer evening isn’t complete 
without a barbecue and some garden 
lights or lanterns. Cheap tea lights can 
be put in empty jam jars to make in- 
stant garden lights that look beautiful 
either placed on the ground or a table, 
or strung from wires and hung in trees. 
The jars can be painted with glass paint 
for extra effect. 

Barbecues come in all shapes and 
sizes and range in price from about 
£15 to hundreds of pounds. If you don’t 
want to invest in an expensive bit of kit 
just buy disposable barbecues for a few 
pounds. They cook brilliantly and the 
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can be thrown away afterwards. Make 
a low wall with some bricks, grab your 
burgers and away you go! 

Top tips for a summer of garden fun: 

®@ Get all the hard work out of the way 
first-mow the lawn, cut your hedges and 
generally tidy up and dead head any 
plants that are not looking their best. 

@ Check out the Leys News garden- 
ing features to see what you should be 
planting this month and how to cope 
with pests, diseases and other garden- 
ing niggles. 

@ Give your garden furniture a makeo- 
ver with a fresh coat of paint and new 
cushions. 

@ Turn your outdoor space into a summer 
grotto by using outdoor Christmas lights, 
tea lights and lanterns and investing in 
some solar powered garden markers. 

@ Use plastic glasses, jugs and plates 
for outdoor eating-especially if you have 
small children to worry about. 

@ Keep barbecues simple-children love 
to cook outdoors but they expect to eat it 
pretty quickly so keep to favourites such 
as burgers and sausages, chicken and 
kebabs that they can eat with their fin- 
gers and it won’t take ages to prepare! 
@ Relax and enjoy your garden this 
summer! 


"| 


Clockwise, starting top left: 


Plastic wine goblets from TK Maxx, 
£1.99 


Bird House from Next, £12 


Bright Stripes Deck Chair from Next, 
£25 


Lookbook Still Life Stripe Lantens 
from Matalan, £4 each 


Tesco Pink Portable Bucket Bbq £15 


Set of three Bird Houses, £9.99 
from www.healthylivingdirect.com 
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Charity shop chic for 
the summer 


WITH festival season looming | thought there was = Rummaging is the only way to find the best 

no better way to get into the spirit than to do a pieces- spend time checking out everything in the 
bit of festival outfit shopping. Having spent all my store. 

money on tickets, I’m on a budget, so | headed to 
the charity shops to see what bargains | could find. 
First on my list was Helen and Douglas House. j ee ; 
Here | found a great festival outfit of a black waist- @ [ake a friend for a second opinion- this way you 
coat, turquoise beaded belt, and a floaty white ety be tempted to buy something just because 
skirt- perfect for achieving the hippie festival vibe. tS cheap. 

And the best part - the whole lot came to £11.46! Charity shops are great because you can pur- 
The great thing about festival wear is that there chase a stylish, yet inexpensive outfit - and can 
are no set rules - you can match together different guarantee that no one else will be wearing it! The 
prints and fabrics to make a summery look that is best part is not only are you buying a unique outfit 
completely unique, and where better to find a mix at a great price, you’re also doing you’re bit fora 

of different clothes that no one else will have put good cause. 
together than charity shops? Full of random bits Now aiimeed to dois ine a tent) 
and bobs, charity shops are all you need to fill up ——e = 
your summer wardrobe. 
Next stop was Barnardos. Where | bought a 
great selection of festival wear, including the festi- 
val essential - Wellies, for only £9.99! With foot- 
wear sorted, | put together two great outfits- one 
for under £10! This bargain outfit included a black 
dress with flecks of gold, teamed with a black 
waist belt. 
Lastly, | found a grey woollen vest, which could 
be worn as a dress with wellies, teamed with a 
knitted waistcoat. 


BY RACHEL STEVENSON 


® Don't buy things just because they are cheap - if 
it’s too big for you you’re never going to wear it! 


Having never really shopped in charity shops be- 
fore, I’m now a convert and have put together a list 
of tips for any other Charity Shop beginners: 


@ Head to posh areas such as London to scout 
out donated designer bags. 


®@ Customise. Keep your look updated and unique 
by customising items you find that aren’t perfect, 
but could be! 


® Most people will donate clothes at the weekend 
so the best buys will be available in the shop at 
the beginning of the week. 


@ Pop in regularly - new items will come in all the 
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There's a sting in the tail! 


BY ALAN WITTON 


ON THE WHOLE, spring is 
my favourite season. The 
flowers are coming up (OK, 
so are the dandelions), the 
trees are coming into full leaf 
and flower, and the birds 

are tuning up for very nice 
chamber music outside my 
bedroom window. What’s 

not to like? But | make one 
exception to my liking for the 
sights and sounds of spring. 
That is the not-so-very-hum- 
ble wasp. 

Sometime in March or 
April | am usually woken 
up, shortly after sunrise, by 
a most unwelcome sound, 
an angry, annoyed buzzing. 
One of the critters has found 
its way into my slightly open 
window, and once in, it de- 
feats its wasply brain to find 
its way out again! By the time 
| have drawn the curtains, 
carefully, and identified the 
little beastie, it is long past 
making a complaint to the 
Managing Director — noth- 
ing but writing a letter to 
the Queen will calm it now. 
There is only one thing to do. 
| open the window wide and 
with gesticulations | escort 
the beastie out again. This 
can easily take quarter of an 
hour robbed from my beauty 
sleep. (OK so sleep does 
little for my beauty, but | use 
the term out of long-ingrained 
habit). 

The aggressiveness of 
the average wasp is usually 
matched only by its total lack 
of brain power. It can see the 
sun through the solid glass, 
and doesn’t see why it can’t 
make a beeline (waspline?) 
for it. It rams its little head 
against the glass so often 
and with such vindictiveness, 
that if you or | did the same 
we would end up in the JR. 
And of course there is no ar- 
guing with a wasp — it packs 
such a powerful punch in 
its tail end that people have 
been known to die from it. So 
you just have to try reasoning 
with it. Reasoning with such 
a gormless creature usually 
turns out to be an uphill task. 

On at least one occasion, 
a flight of wasps cost me 
what would have been a very 
welcome cold drink. My com- 
panion and | were on holiday 


returned from a trip up the Pi- 
latus mountain railway. Back 
at lakeside level, it was much 
hotter than on the mountain 
top, and | settled for an apple 
juice in the local cafe. Every 
wasp in the country settled 
on my apple juice as well! It 
didn’t take me long to work 
out that getting a face full 

of wasp would probably put 

a strain even on the Swiss 
health service, never mind on 
my insurance. | needed that 
drink, but in the end | let the 
wasps have it all. And | hope 
they choked on it. 

Strangely enough, | have 
never actually been stung by 
a wasp. My mother was not 
so lucky. We were having a 
picnic on the excellent beach 
at Woolacombe in Devon. 

A wasp somehow found its 
way up my mother’s skirt and 
when she, ignorant of its spe- 
cies, tried to swat it, it took its 
revenge on a very intimate 
part of her anatomy! | grew 
up believing, wrongly, that 
that wasp was the main rea- 
son why | remained an only 
child. Perhaps that is why 

| still have a subconscious 
grudge against wasps. 

If | ever get to Heaven, 
| shall apply myself to two 
tasks. The first is to humbly 
address myself to God and 
ask why He ever created 
wasps in the first place? 
There must be a reason 
(perhaps it was to teach us 
humility), but it defeats my 
merely human brain. The 
second is to gather all the 
wasps around me and give 
them a basic education in 
GCSE geography (how to 
find your way out of an open 
window) and physics (why 
you can’t fly through a sheet 
of glass, even if God has giv- 
en you wings). That should 
take up an eternity or two. 
After that, if their successors 
in the wasp kingdom fly into 
the bedrooms of my succes- 
sors in the human kingdom, 
they should be able to find 
their way out again without 
having to wake the occupant 
and demand a road map! 


Photo: Opo Terser. http://crea- 
tivecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 


BY MIA FLORES- 
BOQUEZ 


MAY was a mixed month 
for my poultry. Haydee 
and Beatriz, the two Khaki 
Campbell ducks, sat on 
a big clutch of eggs. For 
two weeks in April, | col- 
lected eggs from beauti- 
fully constructed nests. 
The ducks selected a cor- 
ner in the coup and all the 
straw was perfectly ar- 
ranged and raised to form 
a well. Their big white 
eggs were laid concentri- 
cally next to each other 
as if filling a vol-au-vent. 
| was quite spellbound 
by the sight, oblivious to 
the reason behind such 
artistry, and continued to 
collect the eggs. One day, 
the two ducks packed up 
and decided to choose a 
different spot to lay eggs. 
It was only when | noticed 
the two ducks missing for 
a great part of each day, 
and saw them only briefly 
drinking and feeding, that 
it finally dawned on me 
that they were nesting! 

| estimated that Hay- 
dee and Beatriz were sit- 
ting on a clutch of about 
30 eggs. The prospect 
of having about 20 duck- 
lings in my garden filled 
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Bella the red Partrigde Wellsummer 


me with trepidation and 
excitement. | counted 28 
days for incubation, and 
then doubled them. Hay- 
dee and Beatriz sat on the 
nests for over six weeks. 
| wondered whether | 
should intervene and re- 
move the eggs, destroy 
the nests, and encourage 
the ducks to return to the 
flock. How would a barren 
nest be resolved in the 
wild? Would the ducks 


sit on a barren nest for- 
ever? Jeremy, the white 
drake and expectant fa- 
ther duck was so patient 
and excited to see the 
ducks appear for their 
daily feed and brief stroll. 
Would Jeremy have a 
loving quack with Haydee 
and Beatriz and persuade 
them to give up? | contin- 
ued to hope for a duckling 
or two and kept the friend- 
ly farmer and his wife in- 
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formed about progress. 
Just in case, | decided to 
bring in two young pul- 
lets before any ducklings 
hatched. Having a settled 
flock with well-defined 
pecking orders would be 
important before duck- 
lings joined the flock. 

Duchess, a_ striking 
Silver Dorking pullet and 
Bella, a Red-Partridge 
Welsummer pullet were 
added to the flock. My two 
young neighbours, Chel- 
sea and Jamie, tell me 
that the new additions are 
their favourite, as Bella, in 
particular, resembles the 
cockerel of a well-known 
cornflakes brand. The 
two pullets started laying 
eggs two weeks after they 
arrived. All the hens lay 
different coloured eggs: 
Duchess, the Silver Dork- 
ing lays a bright white 
egg, Bella, the Red-Par- 
tridge Welsummer lays a 
dark brown egg, and Gre- 
tel the Cream Legbar lays 
a blue egg. As if asserting 
their position in the rank- 
ing order of my affection, 
Princesa and Bonita, the 
two small Isa Warren 
hens, started laying eggs 
twice as big as those laid 
by the big hens. 


Out and about 


- 


ee Sarde 


BY MIA FLORES-BOQUEZ 
LAST summer one of my young 
neighbours helped me to ride a bicy- 
cle again. | stumbled off the bicycle 
only once and | spent every spare 
moment trying to master cycling skills. 
| practiced turnings at the car park 

of the Kassam Stadium and straight 
lines at Grenoble Road, and Wat- 
lington Road. | became an expert at 
zigzagging. In spite of sweet-talking 
my Raleigh bicycle into doing what 

| wanted, it seemed to have a mind 
of its own. It must have been amus- 
ing to hear me encourage the bicycle 
with go, go, go, go, and well done, 
keep going, that’s it! Don’t stooooop! 
Keep goooing! Now, let’s try again... 
Go, go, go, go... That’s it... Once, as 
| gathered speed, | came across a 
group of cyclists alight in Watlington 
Road. My petrified look, and pleas 


the Hen 


of “I am learning” did nothing to make 
the cyclists move out of my way until 
they realised that | had difficulty slow- 
ing down. 

Having accomplished the art of 
zigzagging, | set my sights on the 
cycle lanes that led to the city and 
told my son that | planned to stop 
using public transport. Not knowing 
the rules of traffic, my son thought it 
prudent to take the bicycle away from 
me. However, | renewed my wish 
to cycle and imagine my joy when | 
discovered that my mother’s day gift 
for this year was a tricycle — my very 
own hen mobile. 

The fun of riding the tricycle is 
priceless. Mary, my neighbour, told 
me that | looked as happy as a child 
with a big smile. | bumped into Mary 
while we were both traveling in op- 
posite directions, Mary in her car and 
me on the tricycle. Did | mention that 


a line of moving vehicles followed us 
at the time? | was so overjoyed to 
have my tricycle, and to see Mary, 
that | stopped in the middle of traffic 
to have a chat! Mary realised what 
| was doing so she kept driving and 
explained later that she had averted a 
possible accident. Now, | know better. 
As | have travelled further away from 
the familiarity of my neighbourhood 
| am cautious and prudent. | am ac- 
quainted with the rules of traffic, cars 
are bigger and solid and they have 
right of way. That way, everybody 
smiles. | wait patiently until it is safe to 
move along and have even waited for 
cars to pull out when they have been 
parked! 

What is so enjoyable? | enjoy 
seeing the rhythm of seasons in 
real time, the changing blossom, the 
perfume and the vitality of spring, the 
pleasure of feeling the weather as it 
happens: sun, rain, wind, clouds, the 
cold, and the heat. And, of course, 
not forgetting to mention mosquitoes, 
of which | have eaten plenty. Riding 
my tricycle is like the best workout on 
an exercise bike, a jog on a treadmill, 
and an adventure holiday on a quad 
bike. | arrive at my destination in far 
less time than | would by public trans- 
port, | choose my own route, | do not 
have to wait for busses, | can alight 
and continue on my journey when | 
wish, it is an environmentally friendly 
form of transport, and | reduce my 
carbon footprint. | can still carry bags 
and all kinds of things that | could not 
carry on a bus like hens, manure, and 
bunches of brasicas for my poultry. 
From the comments that | hear, a 
tricycle is not just enjoyed by those 
who ride it as | have received several 
offers to buy it! My hen-mobile has 
certainly brought lots of fun to my life. 
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Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 
BROOKES Ifyou are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please contact 
Peter Knipp on 01865 484886 or wknipp@brookes.ac.uk 
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Learning 


Have you ever thought about 
going back into education? 


Exciting new arts courses 
at Oxford Brookes 


THE School of Art at Oxford Brookes University 
has announced an extensive programme of arts 
short courses. 

There are over 30 courses in all aimed at complete 
beginners and professional artists aged 14 and up- 
wards and they are open to everyone who wishes to 
improve their skills. The diverse programme includes 
experimental life drawing, printmaking, glass-making, 
casting, fashion illustration, digital image manipula- 
tion, Photoshop classes, black and white photography 
and film-making. 

Most of the courses are taught by staff members at 
what is one of the Uk’s strongest fine art departments. 
They cover three broad areas, portfolio preparation 
(for those putting together applications to HE or FE 
courses or creative jobs), art and design and film and 
photography. There are also a number of featured 
programmes which include an intensive foundation 
portfolio course designed for students who wish to 
undertake a 12-week foundation in art and design. 

Alexis Soul-Gray, Short Course Leader, said: 
“Oxford Brookes University itself began life in 1865 
as the Oxford School of Art and today remains faithful 
to those roots by continuing its tradition of excellence 
in the field.“ These courses are designed to unlock 
people’s creativity whether as a rewarding past-time 
or perhaps launch them onto further study of the arts 
or in a new career direction.” 


To find out more detail about the courses and make 
a booking, please email Arts Short Courses on: 
short-arts-courses@brookes.ac.uk 


Volunteers 
wanted 


Can you use a 
computer? 

Could you help 
others learn? 

If you can spare a couple of 
hours each week and think 


you could help, call John Clif- 
ford on 01865 714492. 


BACK TO WORK 
Scout Enterprises provides FREE train- 
ing to help people get back to work. 
The training, which is available at Blackbird 


Leys Community centre, helps with everything 
from applying for jobs to interview technique, 
basic IT skills and confidence building. 


For more info ring 01865 395544. 


RUSKIN COLLEGE is hosting a short 
course, the Bridging Programme, funded 
by Aimhigher and delivered in partnership 
with Starlight, so that local residents can 
find out more about returning to learning. 

The course involves attending four 
sessions on a Friday between 10am and 
2pm, commencing Friday, 17 June. The 
sessions will be held at 26 Kingfisher 
Green with a visit to Ruskin College on 
Friday, 24 June. 

Perhaps first time round you didn’t 
do well in school? This is where Ruskin 
could be the right choice for you as 
they specialise in providing educational 
opportunities for adults with few or no 
qualifications. They aim to recruit and 
develop adults who want a second chance 
in education. 


Courses they offer include: 


® Certificate of Higher Education in 
Activism and Campaigning (subject to 
validation) 

®@ Certificate of Higher Education in Law 
® Certificate of Higher Education in 
History 

@ Foundation Degree in Writing for 
Performance 


@ BA (Hons) in English Studies: Creative 
Writing and Critical Practice 

@ BA (Hons) in History with Social 
Science 

@ BA (Hons) in International Labour and 
Trade Union Studies 

@ BA (Hons) in Social Sciences: 
Sociology, Politics and Economics 

@ BA (Hons) in Social Work 

@ BA (Hons) in Youth and Community 
Work 

@ MA in International Labour and Trade 
Union Studies 

@ MA in Public History 

@ MA in Women’s Studies 


Ruskin also offers a range of short 
courses in a number of different subjects 
that include literacy and numeracy and 
various units to prepare for further study 
or work. These can be an ideal way back 
into learning. 

By attending the Bridging Programme, 

there will be the opportunity to explore 
the benefits of returning to study. 
There will be the opportunity to identify 
the right progression route for you and 
to understand barriers to education and 
how to overcome them by accessing the 
support available in further and higher 
education. 


To register for a place please call 

Oxford (01865) 776691 or e-mail 
Starlightenterprise@ymail.com. We 
hope you will consider coming along and 
increase your motivation and aspirations 
to progress. 


Thinking about going to 
college or university? 


Why not come along & find out more 


about your options? 


- Ashort course (Fridays 10 am-2 pm for 4 weeks) can help you 
consider whether higher education (HE) is right for you. 


- Looking at the benefits & opportunities study can offer. 


Course starts: Friday, 17 June 2011, 10am - 2pm 


at Starlight Community Project CIC, 26 Kingfisher Green 
(also The Leys News office) Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


All refreshments & lunch provided - Travel expenses reimbursed 


- Visit to Ruskin College (24 June) 


- Explore the benefits of returning to study and identify your next step 


By the end of the course you will have had the opportunity to: 


recognise the benefits of higher education & the options available 
learn about progression routes to HE and identify those relevant to you 
understand barriers and how to overcome them - identifying the support 


available at higher education 


increase your motivation and aspirations to progress 


TO REGISTER A PLACE OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


CONTACT OXFORD 776691 or E-MAIL Starlightenterprise 


mail.com 


A partnership project between Aimhigher, Ruskin College & Starlight Enterprise Limited 


fox 
ruskin©°\-0 Me 


Mace one 


Aimhigher... 


Milton Keynes Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
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Old Fire Station moving 
forward for opening 


THE Old Fire Station, which will be home to two independ- 
ent organisations who will operate and work alongside each 
other to create a centre for creativity, skills development and 
enterprise for people in Oxford, is moving towards its opening 
later this year. The two organisations, Crisis and Arts at the 
Old Fire Station, have shown representatives from the Homes 
and Communities Agency (HCA), which provided £2.8m to 
support the project around the building. 

The tour showed the HCA delegates the work that has taken 
place so far and what the new building will look like. 

The building will house Crisis Skylight, an education, 
training and employment centre for people who are home- 
less, have been homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 
It will also run a social enterprise Crisis Skylight Café. Arts 
at the Old Fire Station, which is an independent arts charity, 
will also be housed in the building and will look to develop 
partnership projects with Crisis clients. It will also offer 
professional development for artists, creative activities for 
the general public, a shop selling the work of local artists and 
music,dance, theatre, and art exhibitions for the public. 

The project is supported by Oxford City Council who is 
working with Crisis, the national charity for single homeless 
people, after funding was awarded from the Government's 


Places of Change Programme. 


Richard Cunningham, Programme Manager at the HCA, 
said: “This project represents a significant development in 
the provision of services for homeless and vulnerable people 
in Oxford, breaking down social barriers by creating a space 
where they will have access to new opportunities but which 
will have real relevance to the wider community as well." 

Jeremy Spafford, Director of Arts at the Old Fire Sta- 
tion, said: “We will be creating a home for artists of all 
backgrounds to make and showcase work and to use art 
and creativity to build the skills and confidence of vulnerable 


people. 


“We also want to offer Oxford’s residents and visitors a 
great new venue in the heart of the city.” 


Eating Out 
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The Broom Tree Cafe, Cowley 


MOST of our reviews of eater- 
ies seem to cover the ordinary 
sort of restaurant which aims 
to make a profit for its proprie- 
tors. The Broom Tree Cafe is 


bial | 


gloriously different, in this and _ 


so many other ways. In fact, it 
is quite hard to know where to 
start in describing it. 

The cafe isn’t that easy to 
find. If you Know where John 
Bunyan Baptist Church is, on 
Crowell Road at the back of 
Templars Square shopping 
centre, you’ve cracked it — the 
cafe is in the same building. 
But many people only go up 
Crowell Road to get into the 
multi-storey car park. Just 
drive a few feet further, and 
on your right is a discreet little 
black and white sign that tells 
you that you are on the right 
track. (There is limited parking 
for cars in the church grounds, 
but it’s easier to get there on 
foot or by bus). 

The cafe actually belongs 
to the church, as does the 
Ark-T arts centre. It is mainly 
staffed by volunteers, with a 
couple of paid cooks to keep 
things in order! Its patrons in- 
clude visitors to the arts cen- 
tre, mother-and-baby groups, 
and many elderly people. 
Once you've discovered their 


Kid’s 


food, the lack of a high-visi- 
bility signboard isn’t going to 
put you off visiting again — and 
again! 

It isn’t just a cafe. In one 
corner you find a toy box and 
a row of high-chairs — it is 
probably one of the most child 
friendly eateries in Oxford. On 
the other side is a circle of 
comfy chairs where parents 
can drink coffee while their off- 
spring cavort on the floor. And 
on the walls you see evidence 
of the room’s other use — as 
an art gallery showcasing Ark- 
T and the various dance and 
music groups which use the 


Corner 


Weather 
Wordsearch 


cloud 
rain 
sleet 
Snow 
sun 
lightning 
thunder 
wind 
hail 
storm 
rainbow 
fog 
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Wordsearch by www.Activity Village.co.uk 


Jokes 


What did one ear say to 
the other ear? 

Between us we have 
brains! 


What do you call two 
people who embarrass 
you in front of your 
friends? 

Mum and Dad! 


Why did the one-handed 
man cross the road? 

To get to the second-hand 
shop! 


How do you make a band 
stand? 
Hide all their chairs! 


Why do golfers take an 
extra pair of socks? 
In case they get a hole in 


one! 


What do you call a man 
with a spade on his 


head? 
Doug 


What did one tooth say to 


the other tooth? 


The dentist is taking me out 


today! 


What did one magnet say 
to the other magnet? 
| find you very attractive! 


How many Dads does 
it take to change a light 


bulb? 


Just one, but he has to go 


to the store five times 
to get the right kind! 


A jelly copter! 


Why did the police wake 


the child? 
Because they'd heard 


Why was the police 


officer under the blanket? 
Because he was an under 


cover cop! 


With thanks to: 


What’s red and flies and 
wobbles at the same time? 


there'd been a kid napping! 


www.activityvillage.co.uk 


BY ALAN WITTON 


But hey, why does one go 
to a cafe? That’s right — to 
eat food. And considering the 
food as the main feature, The 
Broom Tree’s food is really 


= first class and excellent value. 


church premises. At present 
the walls are filled with pho- 
tos of Cowley residents hold- 
ing something dear to them 
as part of a project to cap- 
ture memories of the area. 
Every few weeks the display 
changes — sometimes photos 
of dance groups, sometimes a 
guest appearance by a paint- 
er. That is one of the exciting 
things about The Broom Tree. 

And through a door into the 
back garden, you find a cou- 
ple of circles of outdoor chairs 
and tables — just the job for a 
fine summer’s day (assuming 
we ever get one!). 


Open on Mondays to Fridays 
from 10.00 to around 3.00, at 
lunchtimes there is at least 
one hot dish, usually also a 
soup and generally a sweet 
dish. 

A main course and a cup 
of tea or coffee normally costs 
£4.75, at which you can’t com- 
plain! The sweet is usually 
£1.80. There are also various 
sandwiches, baguettes and 
paninis, cakes and soft drinks. 
Tuesday is roast dinner day 
with an offer of roast pork, 
beef, lamb or chicken, some- 
times a choice. All served with 
all the trimmings, and cooked 
to perfection! 

Warning — get there early if 
you want a hot meal, they can 
disappear quite quickly! 

And I’m sure they'd like me 
to point out that, like all such 
establishments, they can al- 
ways use a few more volun- 
teers! But they’re also always 
willing to welcome a few more 
customers. 


Busy Bee Flower Maze 
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Creation Theatre Company 
returns to Ancient Egypt 


THIS summer Oxford’s Creation 
Theatre Company will be evoking 
the hot and steamy setting of an- 
cient Egypt for Shakespeare’s clas- 
sic love story Antony and Cleopat- 
ra, in the Rooftop Amphitheatre at 
the Said Business School in Oxford 
from 8 July — 3 September. 

The famous lovers will be 
played by two of Creation’s favour- 
ite actors — Tom Peters (he has 
played Macbeth, Robin Hood and 
Jesus in past Creation productions) 
and Lizzie Hopley who has both 
acted with the company (she was 
a spirited Beatrice in their 2004 
and 2008 productions of Much Ado 
About Nothing) and has also writ- 
ten several Creation shows includ- 
ing The Snow Queen, The Oxford 
Passion and Hans Christian An- 
dersen’s Magical Tales. Other parts 
will be played by Martin Auckland, 
Dominic Brewer, James Burton, 
Lucy-Anne Holmes, Richard Kidd 
and Raewyn Lippert. 

Helen Tennison directs with de- 
signs by Neil Irish — the same ar- 
tistic team who are currently work- 


ing, with actors Tom Peters and 
Raewyn Lippert, on Creation’s new 
production Tales from King James. 
Antony and Cleopatra will be Crea- 
tion founder, David Parrish’s last 
show as the company’s Creative 
Producer before he moves perma- 
nently to Norway with his family. 
His successor is James Erskine 


who arrives in Oxford in July. 

The Amphitheatre at the Said 
Business School is a beautiful and 
atmospheric performance space 
well suited to showing both the 
hedonistic passions of Egypt and 
the organised, clinical ambition of 
Rome in Antony and Cleopatra. 
The building was designed by the 


same team responsible for the new 
Royal Opera House in London and 
this will be the third time Creation 
have used this unique performance 
space where they have previously 
performed acclaimed productions 
of Twelfth Night and Romeo and 
Juliet. The performances of An- 
tony and Cleopatra this summer 


are completely weather proof — if 
the heavens open then the show 
will move indoors to The Nelson 
Mandela Theatre, keeping audi- 
ence and actors safe and dry! 


To booking ring the box office on 
01865 766266 or book online at 
www.creationtheatre.co.uk. 


Have buttons will travel! 
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BY JANE YATES 
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THE members of the Mill 
(Oxfordshire Mind) took 

to the road, well the rivers 
edge, to work on the but- 
ton project. Paddy and Colin 
(pictured), sat happily chat- 
ting as they threaded buttons 
of all shapes and sizes onto 
wire surrounded by ducks 
and greese. The members of 
the Mill and staff who have 
been involved in stringing 
buttons together to create 

a forest as part of mental 
health awareness, have said, 


on the Button Forest project 


“that its strangely therapeu- 
tic’, and | think we all have 
memories of grand parents 
button boxes and sorting 
through them looking at each 
one, like discovering hidden 
treasure. Local people have 
been very kind in donating 
the buttons and now visi- 
tors have a chance to come 
along to a free work shop 
and get involved in making 
the button Forest. The Mill is 
running workshops through 
out June, phone 01865 
263758 to book a place, and 
| will see you there! 


Spooky Night at the Pitt Rivers 


BY JANE YATES 


IT WAS smiles everywhere you looked 
on Friday the 13th at the Natural His- 
tory and the Pitt Rivers Museum, who 
were holding their annual “In a different 
light” event. 

Julian who works for the paper and 
friend Alex, (both pictured right) met 
me there just before 6.00pm and there 
was already a queue of people of all 
ages waiting at the main door to get 
in. The atmosphere was buzzing, the 
expectation of exploring the museum 
in the dark by torch light it felt a bit like 
when you are queuing up for a theme 
park ride. 

| have been volunteering as a guide 
at the Pitt Rivers for over a year now 
and know the museum quite well. But 
as we walked around peering into the 
cabinets with torch lights, some how 
| saw more? The beam of light illumi- 
nated each object bringing it to life in 
a magical way. Also the soundscape 
being played, which was produced by 
ethno-musicologist Noel Lobley was 
captivating. 

Afterwards | spoke to a young 
student, Alice to ask her what she 
had thought of the event. She said: “It 
was quite fun, a different experience 
by torch light and the live music was 
surprising in a nice way.” 

| talked to a young family who 


where milling around the gift shop 
and asked the children what they had 
thought. 

Deema said, “Great, the torches 
where the best.” 

Yasmin said, “I found it really inter- 
esting, | liked the touches and looking 
at the old things, especially the old 
stones.” 

| also talked to the staff members 
and volunteers at the event. Cathy, the 
Administrator, said: “The event was as 
popular as ever, with a large increase 
in the number of young families.” 

Education Manager Andy said: “I 
think its wonderful having live music, 
which gives the museum an amazing 
atmosphere.” 


The event is held each year. Please 
contact the museum for more info. 
01865 270 927 
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Get creative 
with Orinoco 


BY MIA FLORES-BORQUEZ 


SEVERAL years ago, ona 
visit to the Redbridge Re- 
cycling Centre in Oxford, | 
came across a local charity, 
which recycles brand paint 
and craft materials. As a 
keen home decorator, | was 
eager to find out more about 
the charity. 

The name of the charity is 
Orinoco, like the great river 
in the Amazon basin. What 
you find on the shelves at 
Orinoco is a palette worthy 
of the vibrant colours of the 
great river and all that lives 
in it. The motto of the char- 
ity is “a dedication to banish 
boredom and saving the 
world”. They describe their 
re-use store as “an Aladdin’s 
cave, packed full of treasures 
and things you never knew 
you needed”. Indeed, thanks 
to them, | have never been 
short of paint to decorate my 
home, and maintain the gar- 
den, or craft items to create 
all manner of things useful 
for home making. 

Orinoco sells left over 
brand paints, which would 
otherwise be discarded, for a 
nominal cost of 50p per litre. 
There are also good quality 
craft materials that, on oc- 
casions, come directly from 
suppliers as well as a variety 
of school arts material. While 
on my many shopping 
sprees at Orinoco, | have 
often seen school teachers 
buying materials and items 
for school projects. 

Thanks to their very 
affordable prices, | have 
redecorated my home at 
least once a year and | have 
made curtains with exceed- 
ingly good quality embossed 
fabrics, which came straight 
from the suppliers. Their 
treasure trove is not limited 
to paints, craft items, and 
fabrics, as | have also bought 
gardening tools in good 
working order for just £1 
each. 

| cannot say enough 
about the readiness from 
the staff to help and advise, 
which is another reason to 
visit the store. 

For re-decorating and 
maintaining your home, or 
keeping the children en- 
tertained during the school 
breaks, visit the Orinoco 
store. You will certainly be 
inspired! 


Orinoco is based at the 
Bullingdon Community 
Centre, Peat Moors (off The 
Slade). Oxford OX3 7HS. 
Tel.01865761113, 

or www.oxorinoco.org 
mail@oxrinoco.org 
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Your local 
representatives 


Parish Council 

Chairman: Gordon Roper; 
Vice Chair: Gerry Webb; Non- 
position holders: Tanya Pres- 
cott, Chris Hatton, Cyril Martin, 
Mrs Ann Booker, Mrs Sheila 
Smith, Brian Lester, Pat Stan- 
nard, Rae Humberstone (see 
City Council section below) 


For further details telephone 
01865 716943 during office 
hours of 9am—5pm, Monday 
to Friday. Send mail to Par- 
ish Council, 13 Bailey Road, 
Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Also check leysonline.net to 
find out about Parish Council 
Meetings. 
[—_ _______ 


Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


Val Smith — Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Rae Humberstone — Labour 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 
@ 01865 779678 

cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humber- 
stone will be doing street sur- 
geries every other week. They 
can also visit people in their 
homes — ring or email to make 
arrangements. 


Northfield Brook Ward 


Stuart Craft — Independent 
Working Class Association 

5 Emperor Gardens, Greater 
Leys, Oxford, OX4 7WB. 

® 07733 274324 

Surgery: Every Tuesday from 
6.30 to 7.30pm 

at the Clockhouse. 


Scott Seamons — Labour 

2 Orchard Court Roase Hill 
Oxford OX4 4HJ 

@ 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Oxfordshire County 
Council 


Leys & Lye Division 


Val Smith — Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Richard Stevens — Labour 
Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Ea- 
ton Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 
@ 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament 


Member of Parliament for 
Oxford East 


Andrew Smith — Labour 
Unit A 

Bishops Mews 

Transport Way 

Oxford OX4 6HD 

@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Every third Friday 
at the Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre from 3.00pm 


Wonder Woman diary 


| HAVE been trying hard to fullfill the role 
of Wonder Woman, with varied success. | 
hit this month still with beetroot coloured 
hair and still struggling to run at Wonder 
Woman speed, however with all the ex- 
tra time | get for thinking while running | 
find myself contemplating more about the 
meaning of life and its many marvels like 
why did they bother to make Jaffa cakes in 
a sealable tube? And why does the icing 
on pop tarts stay on and not melt off when 
it's put sideways in the toaster? 

| have also started to make a Wonder 
Woman costume for the half marathon | 
plan to do in October this year, out of re- 
cycled clothes and accessories. My cos- 
tume will be a lot less tight than the real 
Wonder Woman’s, as I’m not sure how 
she breathed in it let alone ran! | am also 
wondering if | have started a new trend in 
shopping trollies? | walked passed a posh 
shop in Jericho and there in the window 
were three shopping trollies! Yes really. | 
even walked back later just to check | had 


not imagined it! 

2 April 

Just walked as | am still recovering from 
a cold, | obviously don’t have Wonder 
Woman’s powers to combat germs. 

3 April 

Went on a lovely run with my friend Kate 
who | am going to be running the mara- 
thon with; we did not run that fast as we 


chatted the whole way around. This is the 


first time we had run together and | was 
at least four times more puffed out than 
she was at the end of it! 


4 April 


Cycled five miles. Still eating far too many 


Easter eggs, and | found a shop which 
appears to have a steady supply of pop 
tarts, so all in all a good day. 


8 April 


Tried to take the spaniel for a jog, but she 


was not to keen so walked her instead. 
10 April 
Went on a very long walk with Emily and 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
@ 01865 775849 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Does your business 
need a boost? 

We offer a cost effective writing 
service for small businesses, and 
provide copywriting, press releases, 
web content and newsletters. 
mediabird@btinternet.com 

@ 07966 523662 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic 
Cleaning Services (includ- 
ing end of tenancy). & Marilyn 
on 01865 308067 or 07990 630332 


ELECTRICIANS 


Hawtin Electrical 
Hawtin Electrical can offer you 
free estimates and advice com- 
plete with a friendly affordable 
service. Whether you are look- 
ing for a simple addition to you 
lighting or power needs, having 
troubles with your electrics, 
completely rewiring your house 
or starting from scratch, then 
Hawtin Electrical is the right 
choice. Niceic Part P approved. 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 

@ 07811 401279 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 
3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore OX4 4LD 
@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, OX1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 
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JANE YATES is Leys News resident cartoonist and has big plans to 
run a marathon this year. In her Wonder Woman diary she has been 


keeping us updated with her progress. Here is her fifth installment... 


the Fat spaniel which included two pub 
stops on the way there. On the way back 
Emily and me decided to take a short cut, 
but was told by the farmer, (very politely) 
that we were trespassing, so had to walk 
even further to retrace our steps. We had 
a couple more sit downs on the way back. 
Have you ever been on one of those 
walks were you feel like you're getting 
slower and slower and start to imagine 
cups of tea and comfy chairs and feel like 
you're never going to get home? Even the 
spaniel was tired this time! 


14 April 

Today was a great day, | did no exercise 
but now thanks to my hairdresser friend 
Rosie, | have Wonder Woman colour hair. 
It's not beetroot or orange tomato soup 
colour anymore, its lovely dark brown. 
F.A.B, let's be honest the hair and my big 
pants/shorts, which | shortly plan to sew 
white stars over, are the nearest I’m going 
to get to being Wonder Woman, but feel 
quietly smug that | can now at last pull of 
some sort of Wonder Woman representa- 
tion. 

In fact | felt so pleased | treated 
myself to a large bowl of sour cream 
Pringles and jelly babies, (this may sound 
a odd combination, but don’t knock it until 
you try it) mind you on second thoughts 
| should perhaps lay off this mixture in 
future if | plan to still fit in the shorts, 
otherwise | may have to sew one of those 
horrid gusset type seams in them to 
extend them. 


17 April 

| went on a longish run walk with the fat 
spaniel, this did not go well as there were 
loads of cows and she wanted to return 
home as soon as she came across any. 
This meant | had to stop running and 
gently coax her past them, also any other 
dogs, bicycles and even a fallen tree at 
one point, so we did not speed along at 
any great pace. Then half way into the 
wilderness she decided to do the biggest 


@ 07788933891 


GARDENER 


Female Gardener 
Weeding, watering, planting, and 
trimming at reasonable rates. 


GARDEN CENTRES 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhamptom, Oxford 
@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyvale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


stinkiest pooh! | had brought along bags 
for such emergencies, | scooped it up, but 
found it hard to run with, as | could not 
hold it too close to my body while running 
and then it was at least two miles further 
until we found a bin! 


24 April 

Got up early and ran/walked just under 
five miles with the spaniel, less cows this 
time. There was a muddle and my friend 
showed up to go for a five mile run in all 
her kit. So | ran the same route with her 
again. Surprisingly the spaniel did not 
want to come with us! 


28 April 

Ran to the pub with the spaniel to meet 
my friend for lunch. These are my favour- 
ite types of runs as there is food at the 
end of them. 


29 April 

Just realised it’s the end of the month 
tomorrow! Wondered where the month 
had gone. 


30 April 

Woke up full of beans. Caught the bus 

to Cowely and swam 30 lengths, then 
booked into a class. What class is starting 
next | beamed at the manager. ‘Body 
Pump’, oh sugar! | had done that before 
and it was hard, | was sort of hoping for 

a nice gentle yoga class or even tai chi. | 
bought my ticket. The teacher Pauline was 
very friendly and even let me have her 
photo taken along with some of the other 
members of the class afterwards. She was 
very motivational; | think that she would 
even be able to get my teenage daughter 
up on school mornings. For those of you 
who have not done this class it’s control- 
led lifting of weights on and off a bar. Ina 
way its a nice way to lift weights, as in the 
gym, the weight area is usually full of big 
muscular men making noises like they are 
giving birth and cheering each other on. 
But this class had a nice smiley teacher 
and was all girls, no birthing noises just a 
few groans for me at the back of the class 
as | tried to do push ups. 


If you like this column please write in, | have received no letters so far, NOT ONE, | 
could really do with some tips, and loads of encouragement. 

Also if anyone knows about a good way to carry dog pooh while running please 
tell me. | had thought about a bum bag, but the thought of spaniel pooh flopping 
about my waist as | run is yucky! 


@ 07905 428835 


Fabia Cosmetics 


100% organic Forever Living 
Skincare and Sonya Colour 
Cosmetics. Personalised skin- 
care and colour consultation in 
the comfort of your own home. 
Manicure and pedicure with 
massage. | also teach colour 
make up. Pamper parties. 
Established since 1992 


fabia@soaringteam.co.uk 
www.fabiacosmetics.co.uk 


TAXIS 


ABC 

70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 597029 

Air Link Oxford 

24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
® 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, OX4 
21Z @ 01865 406070 


Royal Cars 


24 Hour Taxi Service, Oxford- 
shire’s largest Taxi Company 
Contract work available, 
competitive prices, special 


Hair & Body Shop 


AXP 
@ 01865 775817 


Sue Evans 


Neal's Yard Remedies Practi- 
tioner (Oxford) and Mobile Ho- 
listic Therapist. Treatments inc. 
Aromatherapy, Reflexology, 
Ear Candling, Hot & Cold Stone 
Therapy, Crystal Massage & 
Healing, Reiki (Master). 


www.holisticaholics.co.uk 
@ 07799411994 


Trimmers 


@ 01865 778709 


Long Brothers 
25 Eastern Ave, OX4 4QS 
@ 01865 597064 


37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, OxX4 


94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 


PLUMBERS 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 


airport rates, wedding and 
party bookings, zero metre on 
pickup, minibus up to 14 seater, 
uniform drivers. Royal Cars 
keeping Oxford moving. 

445 Cowley Road, OX4 2DN 
www.royal-cars.com 
administrator@royal-cars.com 
® 01865 777333 

and 01865 778866 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 599812 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking 
for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


A quick guide to what's available locally. If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756. 


ADVICE 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in ses- 
sions are in the centre on Mon- 
days 2.00—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am—12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am-—12pm. @ 01865 770206 


CHILDREN 


Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm — 2.00pm at 
Leys Children’s Centre, Cud- 
desdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) Bat- 
talion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30p at 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and 
girls ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety 
of activities & advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


Brownies: Thursdays, Holy 
Family Church Hall. 
@ Gill Manning, 01865 770959 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Mondays — Thursdays, 3.15pm 
— 5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 


Maluchy group for Polish 
speaking families with children 
ages 0 to 5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am — 11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 0776 
6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. Fridays 
during term time, 5.30— 
6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon 
Way. @ Laura Turner, 
07787528120 


Leys Kiddie Club 

Mon, Tue, Thur and Fri, 
9.30am—2.30pm, at Dovecote 
Family Drop-in Room. £1. 
Price includes a hot drink and 


a soft drink for children. 


Starlight Community Project 
Some of the courses and 
groups on offer: 

@ A course for women — gain 
self confidence, develop skills 
for work or further learning 

@ IT courses @ Dad’s group 
@ Black British History course 
@ Parent Forum @ Get ready 
for work course @ Literacy & 
Numeracy skills @ Group for 
familes with black children of 
mixed heritage 

@ 01865 778514 
www.starlightproject.co.uk 


EDUCATION 


Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and 
English. @ Annette, 776334 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme 

@ 01865 550227 
hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way, Opposite 
Top Shops. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults 
and children, photocopying, 
reading group, holiday 
activities. 

Opening times 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am — 12pm 
and 1.30 — 5pm 

Tue: Yam — 12pm 

Sat: 9.30am — 12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


LEISURE 


BL Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & Fri 
5.45-6.45pm, and Sat & Sun 
11.15am-—1.00pm. Thursdays, 
12—1pm, parent and toddlers. 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30—3.30pm, families only. 

@ 01865 467042. 


Boxing training. 

Tues & Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, at 
Youth Centre, Leys Linx, 
Blackbird Leys Rd. 

@ 01865 715815. 


Irish dancing. Sacred Heart 
Hall. Weds & Thurs, 5pm. 


Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


® Bouncy fun for under 5s, 
Mon, 10.30 — 12pm 

®@ Body Conditioning, Mon, 
10 — 11am 

@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue, 6 — 7pm 
@ Pilates Beginners, Tue, 
7-—7.45pm 

@ Aerotone, Wed, 6 — 7pm 

@ Tae kwon Do, Thu, 5 — 6pm 
@ Circuit Training, Thu, 
7.05pm — 7.55pm 

® Boxercise, Fri, 10-11am 

@ Step & Tone, Fri, 6—7pm 


All activites cost from £1.20 


OLDER PEOPLE 


The Clockhouse 


see box right 


Prime Time Over 50s group, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am - 
3.30pm, at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road 
(£1.50). 

Keep fit, bingo, indoor bowls, 
speakers, activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


Golden Circle 
@ Bernard Tucker, 460592 


Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Prime time tel. via 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre) 


Monday lunch club 
@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


Leys Community Church 
Over-60s Club 
@ Keith Templar, 715815 


WELLBEING 


The Listening Centre 

A counselling service for Black- 
bird Leys and Oxford. Cud- 
desdon Corner Family Centre. 
@ 01865 794794 


Slimming World 

Every Thursday, 5.15pm 
and 7.00pm, Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 


Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, 9.30am — 3.30pm. All 
welcome. A self-help group of 
people who use or have used 
Mental Health Services, work- 
ing together to get support for, 
to share experiences and to 
press for greater awareness of 
the needs of survivors. Lunch 
available for £1. Pudding 50p. 
Breakfast from 50p. Card mak- 
ing. Table top sales. 

@ 07729 581975 


NETWORKING 


Leys Women’s Business Net- 
work. For women who have or 
are interested in starting their 
own business, however big 

or small. First Tuesday of the 
month, 7.30— 9.00pm. £1 sug- 
gested donation. 26 Kingfisher 
Green 

@ 01865 395960 


Leys WI 

Meets at the Clockhouse on 
the first Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30pm. 


@ Rachel Fisher on 07528 


433199 to find out more. 
www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys (car park in Poul- 
ton Place). @ Church office, 01865 776903 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and 
children’s liturgy; 12noon in Portuguese; 


and at 6.00pm. 


Leys Community Church 

@ Richard & Kate Colbrook, 01865 714153 
Meets on Sundays, 3.30pm at the Church of the 
Holy Family. Meetings include special activities 
for children and young people. 

The Redeem Christian Church of God 
@ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 

Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegusus Road, 


Blackbird Leys, OX4 6JL. 


Sunday Service: 3.00—6.00pm 
s: 7.00-8.00pm, except the 


Bible study on Frida 
last Friday of the month. 


www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


What’s on in the Leys 
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The Clockhouse 


Long Ground, Greater Leys OX4 7FX. (Look for the clocks on 
the roof) @% 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Over 50s drop-in advice 
FREE monthly confidential ad- 
vice on benefits, debt, housing 
and consumer issues. 

Next date: Monday 27 June, 
10am — 12noon. 


New! Games Club for over 50s 
Monday mornings, starting 20 
June, 10.30am — 12.30pm. 
Do you enjoy games like 
scrabble and dominoes? Join 
us to play, chat and make new 
friends. £1 (inc. drink/biscuits) 


Line dancing for over 50s 
Monday 13 June, 1.30 — 
3.30pm. £2. Monthly dances. 
Beginners very welcome. 


Informal support group for 
carers. Are you caring for an 
adult family member or friend? 
Next meeting: Monday 20 
June. 2 — 3.30pm. FREE. 


Yoga for over 50s 
Tuesdays, 10 — 11am. £2. Try 
this friendly, relaxed session. 


Tai Chi for over 50s 
Thursdays, 10 — 11am. £2. 
Graceful, slow-moving exercise. 


CHURCHES 


714163 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 
Tuesdays, 1.30 — 3.30pm. 
FREE. No pressure, no read- 
ing music, just relax and sing 
for enjoyment in good com- 
pany. 

Crafts Group for over 50s 
Wednesdays, 

11am — 12.30pm. £1. 

Bring your knitting, crochet, 
or sewing and have a natter. 
Beginners very welcome. 


Gardening Club 

Summer Social. Thursday, 

2 June, 2pm. £2. 

Monthly gardening club 
meeting of SLIGO (Senior 
Leys Independent Gardening 
Organisation). Meetings are 
on first Thursday of the month. 
Adults of all ages welcome. 


Computer courses for over 50s 
Learn at your own pace with 
the Clockhouse IT Project 
Group. Complete beginners 
very welcome. FREE. 

@ 07962 887379 


The Church of 


the Holy Family 
w@ Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 


Eucharist: 


Every Sunday, 10am, with 


children’s activities. 
Timeout: 

Reflective evening worship. 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: 


Mondays (except bank holidays) at 
6.30—7.30pm. For hall bookings, wed- 
ding arrangements and enquiries. 


Fellowship for Bible: 
Study, discussion and prayer. 


Most Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Senior Leys Independent Gardening Organisation 
invite you to celebrate the 
Opening of the newly re-designed 


Clockhouse Garden 
Thursday 2 June, 7.00pm 


“Bring and Share” Refreshments — Please bring a con- 
tribution to our cold buffet (Savoury or sweet) 


We will also be dedicating the new water feature in mem- 
ory of Carrie Hetherington, former Director of Daybreak, 
who was based at the Clockhouse during 2009-10. 


Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7FX 


R.S.V.P. Tel: 01865 395908 
Email: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Potters Court Social Corner 


Dates for your Diary: 


Mon, Wed and Friday: 
Afternoon Tea Group, 3pm 


Every Monday: Bingo, 6.30pm. All welcome. 


June 19: Visit to Bodleian Library and Wadham College. 
July: River trip from Oxford to Abingdon. 


August: Visit Cotswold Wildlife Park. 
September: Visit Evesham, Worcester. 


For further information on visits contact 


lan Morgan 01865 771066. 


Jane Yates 


www. janeyates.co.uk 


Said 
Business 
School 


University 


Of Oxtord 


Free Art 
Exhibition 
For the 
whole month 
of June 2011 


S& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


142 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 
Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 
in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 
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Leys News aims to bring you the best in local sporting action. If you would like to 


Leys Sport sponsor this page please email editor@leysnews.co.uk or ring 01865 711756 


Football for 
Wowmew 


Meet new friends, have fun, build confidence...qet involved! 


Tuesday's 7om-8om 


St Gregory the Great School, 
Cricket Road, OX4 3DR 
(all weather pitch) 


£1 per player (f* session free) 


No need to book, just turn up 
and play! 


Regardless of experience, ability or fitness these sessions are for females 
Starting Saturday 21st May 9.30am -11.00am (16+) to play football in an enjoyable non competitive environment. 
Easy and informal opportunities... 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre (outside) No commitments, just turn up and play! 

FA Qualified Coaches 
For more information contact Vicky Bonham 01993 894402 or ernail 
No need to book just turn up and play! Vicky.Bonham@OxfordshireFA.com 


Contact Vicky 07956 415587 for more information www.OxfordshireFA.com/getintofootball peunte Football} 


OxfordshireFA.com/Getintofootball GBiumnclls) 


DIMPLY SPICE 


INDIAN CUISINE 


COMING SOON 
SPORTING ACTIVITIES FOR WOMEN ONLY 


Do you want to get fit and have fun at It's a chance to meet new people and 


seni inden ADULT BUFFET 
Fancy trying a new activity or revisit a Women and Girls sessions in the 
sporting activity you used to enjoy? following: badminton, netball, tennis, LUNCH 
football, jogging, street cheer and 
Do you find it hard to do activities gymnastics. © 
because of childcare? Eat as much as you like! 


For more information contact 
If the answer is yes to any of the Natasha on 01865 467264 or email 
above then this taster session is for Natasha.mighty@fusion-lifestyle.com 
you! 
www.getoxfordshireactive.org MENU 


5th-31st May 201). Terms & Conditions apply. 


Telephone 01865 395870 | www.simplyspiceoxford.com 
Kassam Complex, Grenoble Road, Oxford OX4 4XP 


